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“Home of Friend-Ship Preschool”
January 31 & February 1, 2026
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
5:30 pm & 9:00 am
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Welcome to Worship

(9 am) PRELUDE Intergenerational Band: Shine, Jesus, Shine  ~Stan Pethel
Please take a moment to sign the friendship pads at the end of the pew by the aisle. Pass them down the aisle and send
them back again. Thank you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Note: Pastor Deb will end announcements with something like “Let us take a moment to breathe in and

breathe out as we center our hearts and minds for worship.”’

*INVOCATION
We gather for worship in the name of the Triune God — Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

*GATHERING SONG All Creatures, Worship God Most High ELW 8351,4,6
Vs 1 All creatures, worship God most high! Sound ev'ry voice in earth and sky: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright; sing, sister moon and stars of night:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Vs 4 All who for love of God forgive, all who in pain and sorrow grieve: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ bears your burdens and your fears; still make your song amid the tears:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Vs 6 O sisters, brothers, take your part, and worship God with humble heart: Alleluia! Alleluia!
All creatures, bless the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Three in One:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke life into being, the Wind

stirring the waters. Amen.
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Silence is kept for reflection.



Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the expense of our neighbors.
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from
you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do
justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of water that never fails, God
covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live
for others, and bless you with the gift of peace. Amen.

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God,

you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us
such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds
the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

(9 am) CHOIR Thou Art Holy Craig Courtney 1989 Beckenhorst Press
SCRIPTURE READING Micah 6:1-8
(Pew Bible pg 706)

(Hands-On Bible pg 912)

Our first reading is from the first chapter of Micah, beginning with the first verse.

Listen to what the Lord is saying: “Stand up and state your case against me. Let the mountains and hills be called to
witness your complaints. And now, O mountains, listen to the Lord’s complaint!

He has a case against his people. He will bring charges against Israel.

“O my people, what have I done to you? What have I done to make you tired of me? Answer me!

For I brought you out of Egypt and redeemed you from slavery. I sent Moses, Aaron, and Miriam to help you.

Don’t you remember, my people, how King Balak of Moab tried to have you cursed and how Balaam son of Beor
blessed you instead? And remember your journey from Acacia Grove to Gilgal, when I, the Lord, did everything I could
to teach you about my faithfulness.” What can we bring to the Lord? Should we bring him burnt offerings?

Should we bow before God Most High with offerings of yearling calves?

Should we offer him thousands of rams and ten thousand rivers of olive 0il?

Should we sacrifice our firstborn children to pay for our sins?

No, O people, the Lord has told you what is good, and this is what he requires of you:

to do what is right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE READING Psalm 15
Please join me in reading our Psalm responsively.

LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill?
Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth from their heart;
they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends, they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.



In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD. They have sworn upon
their health and do not take back their word.

They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent.

Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SCRIPTURE READING (Pastor Deb will read) Matthew 5:1-12
(Pew Bible pg 735)
(Hands-On Bible pg 958)

Our gospel reading is from the fifth chapter of Matthew beginning with the first verse.

One day as he saw the crowds gathering, Jesus went up on the mountainside and sat down. His disciples gathered around
him, and he began to teach them.

“God blesses those who are poor and realize their need for him, for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.
God blesses those who mourn, for they will be comforted. God blesses those who are humble, for they will inherit the whole
earth. God blesses those who hunger and thirst for justice, for they will be satisfied. God blesses those who are merciful,
for they will be shown mercy. God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they will see God.
God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the children of God.
God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.

“God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about you and say all sorts of evil things against you
because you are my followers. Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in heaven. And remember,
the ancient prophets were persecuted in the same way.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
(9 am) GIZZY TIME WITH FRIENDS
SERMON Pastor Deb Grismer

SONG OF THE DAY Lord of All Hopefulness ELW 765 1,3,4
Vs I Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy:
be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

Vs 3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace:
be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

Vs 4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:
be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

APOSTLES’ CREED

Journeying together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into
hell.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all. And also with you.
Let us stand and share a sign of God’s peace with one another.

MILESTONE MINISTRY Serving 10* Grade Students

(9 am) OFFERING Assisting Minister hands out offering plates
Let us gather together our offering. Thank you for the generous way you support the mission and ministry of this
congregation with you time, talents and resources.

*(9 am) OFFERING RESPONSE Pastor Deb receives offering plates
Please rise in body or in spirit
Good Soil ELW 512
Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the seed of your word.
Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is understood.
‘When my heart is hard, break the stone away. When my heart is cold, warm it with the day.
‘When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

*OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray...

God of grace,

your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to
your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity,
now and always. Amen.

Pastor Deb will gather prayer requests before singing.

HYMN Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying ELW 752
Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

HYMN Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying ELW 752
Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*BENEDICTION



*SENDING SONG How Great Thou Art ELW 856 1,2,4
Vs 1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder consider all the works thy hand hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed;

Refrain Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, how great thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, how great thou art! How great thou art!

Vs 2 When through the woods and forest glades I wander, I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;
Refrain

Vs 4 When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, and take me home, what joy shall fill my

heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!” Refrain

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace to love the Lord and serve your neighbor.

Thanks be to God.

(9 am) POSTLUDE Shout to the Lord Stan Pethel
*Please stand in body or spirit.
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Thank you to the members of the Intergenerational Band for providing all the music for worship this morning.
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Thank you to our worship servers for your ministry.
Saturday & Sunday, January 31 & February 1
Musicians: Marsha Mertes (Sat.)/Intergenerational Band & Sanctuary Choir (Sun.)
Assistant Minister: Craig Pfeifle
Reader: Jerry Duba
Slides: Paisley Mertes/Butch Bowman
Streaming: Jennifer Haar
Ushers/Greeters: Mark Team
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Welcome to Worship

(9 am) PRELUDE Intergenerational Band: Shine, Jesus, Shine  ~Stan Pethel
Please take a moment to sign the friendship pads at the end of the pew by the aisle. Pass them down the aisle and send
them back again. Thank you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Note: Pastor Deb will end announcements with something like “Let us take a moment to breathe in and

breathe out as we center our hearts and minds for worship.”’

*INVOCATION
We gather for worship in the name of the Triune God — Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

*GATHERING SONG All Creatures, Worship God Most High ELW 8351,4,6
Vs 1 All creatures, worship God most high! Sound ev'ry voice in earth and sky: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright; sing, sister moon and stars of night:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Vs 4 All who for love of God forgive, all who in pain and sorrow grieve: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ bears your burdens and your fears; still make your song amid the tears:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Vs 6 O sisters, brothers, take your part, and worship God with humble heart: Alleluia! Alleluia!
All creatures, bless the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Three in One:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke life into being, the Wind

stirring the waters. Amen.
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Silence is kept for reflection.



Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the expense of our neighbors.
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from
you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do
justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of water that never fails, God
covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live
for others, and bless you with the gift of peace. Amen.

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God,

you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us
such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds
the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

(9 am) CHOIR Thou Art Holy Craig Courtney 1989 Beckenhorst Press
SCRIPTURE READING Micah 6:1-8
(Pew Bible pg 706)

(Hands-On Bible pg 912)

Our first reading is from the first chapter of Micah, beginning with the first verse.

Listen to what the Lord is saying: “Stand up and state your case against me. Let the mountains and hills be called to
witness your complaints. And now, O mountains, listen to the Lord’s complaint!

He has a case against his people. He will bring charges against Israel.

“O my people, what have I done to you? What have I done to make you tired of me? Answer me!

For I brought you out of Egypt and redeemed you from slavery. I sent Moses, Aaron, and Miriam to help you.

Don’t you remember, my people, how King Balak of Moab tried to have you cursed and how Balaam son of Beor
blessed you instead? And remember your journey from Acacia Grove to Gilgal, when I, the Lord, did everything I could
to teach you about my faithfulness.” What can we bring to the Lord? Should we bring him burnt offerings?

Should we bow before God Most High with offerings of yearling calves?

Should we offer him thousands of rams and ten thousand rivers of olive 0il?

Should we sacrifice our firstborn children to pay for our sins?

No, O people, the Lord has told you what is good, and this is what he requires of you:

to do what is right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE READING Psalm 15
Please join me in reading our Psalm responsively.

LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill?
Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth from their heart;
they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends, they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.



In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD. They have sworn upon
their health and do not take back their word.

They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent.

Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SCRIPTURE READING (Pastor Deb will read) Matthew 5:1-12
(Pew Bible pg 735)
(Hands-On Bible pg 958)

Our gospel reading is from the fifth chapter of Matthew beginning with the first verse.

One day as he saw the crowds gathering, Jesus went up on the mountainside and sat down. His disciples gathered around
him, and he began to teach them.

“God blesses those who are poor and realize their need for him, for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.
God blesses those who mourn, for they will be comforted. God blesses those who are humble, for they will inherit the whole
earth. God blesses those who hunger and thirst for justice, for they will be satisfied. God blesses those who are merciful,
for they will be shown mercy. God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they will see God.
God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the children of God.
God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.

“God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about you and say all sorts of evil things against you
because you are my followers. Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in heaven. And remember,
the ancient prophets were persecuted in the same way.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
(9 am) GIZZY TIME WITH FRIENDS
SERMON Pastor Deb Grismer

SONG OF THE DAY Lord of All Hopefulness ELW 765 1,3,4
Vs I Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy:
be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

Vs 3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace:
be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

Vs 4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:
be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

APOSTLES’ CREED

Journeying together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into
hell.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all. And also with you.
Let us stand and share a sign of God’s peace with one another.

MILESTONE MINISTRY Serving 10* Grade Students

(9 am) OFFERING Assisting Minister hands out offering plates
Let us gather together our offering. Thank you for the generous way you support the mission and ministry of this
congregation with you time, talents and resources.

*(9 am) OFFERING RESPONSE Pastor Deb receives offering plates
Please rise in body or in spirit
Good Soil ELW 512
Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the seed of your word.
Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is understood.
‘When my heart is hard, break the stone away. When my heart is cold, warm it with the day.
‘When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

*OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray...

God of grace,

your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to
your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity,
now and always. Amen.

Pastor Deb will gather prayer requests before singing.

HYMN Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying ELW 752
Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

HYMN Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying ELW 752
Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*BENEDICTION



*SENDING SONG How Great Thou Art ELW 856 1,2,4
Vs 1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder consider all the works thy hand hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed;

Refrain Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, how great thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, how great thou art! How great thou art!

Vs 2 When through the woods and forest glades I wander, I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;
Refrain

Vs 4 When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, and take me home, what joy shall fill my

heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!” Refrain

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace to love the Lord and serve your neighbor.

Thanks be to God.

(9 am) POSTLUDE Shout to the Lord Stan Pethel
*Please stand in body or spirit.
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