South Canyon Lutheran Church

See, Grow, Serve To the Glory of God
700 44™ Street Rapid City, SD 57702
Phone: 605.343.4887 www.sclc-rc.org
“Home of Friend-Ship Preschool”
November 29 & 30, 2025
I* Sunday in Advent
5:30 pm & 9:00 am
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Welcome to Worship

(9 am) PRELUDE This Sabbath Hour James Southbridge
Please take a moment to sign the friendship pads at the end of the pew by the aisle. Pass them down the aisle and send
them back again. Thank you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Pastor Deb will end announcements with “Take time to breathe in and breathe out as we prepare our hearts and minds
for worship.”

*INVOCATION
We gather for worship in the name of the Triune God — Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

CANDLE LIGHTING - HOPE

In a world full of fear, where do you see hope?

We see hope when we look to the next generation. We feel hopeful when we gather together. We
know hope, deep in our bones, when we dream of a better world.

You are right. Even in a fearful world, hope is all around us. Today we light the candle of hope as a reminder of this
good news. May this flicker of light help us remember that we have reason to hope.

Light candle.

Thanks be to God! Amen.

*GATHERING SONG Hark, the Glad Sound! ELW 239 1,3,4
Vs 1 Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, the Savior promised long;
let ev'ry heart prepare a throne and ev'ry voice a song.

Vs 3 He comes the broken heart to bind, the bleeding soul to cure,
and with the treasures of his grace to enrich the humble poor.

Vs 4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, your welcome shall proclaim,
and heav'n's eternal arches ring with your beloved name.



*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Friends, if you long to feel closer to God, then the Prayer of Confession is a step in the right direction. For in the Prayer of
Confession, we lay our hearts before God. We pour out the truth of our lives. We do not hide anything from our Creator,
and in that simple act, God somehow always feels closer. So join me in this prayer. Join me as we invite God to draw
closer, to break in here.

Ever-present God, we long to feel you close.

We long to feel your presence in our lives. We long for you to break through the chaos and suffering of
this world. However, if we’re honest, we rarely stand still long enough to feel you in our midst. Forgive
our rushing and distractions. Forgive our wandering hearts, and center us in this space. Remind us that
even in the time of Herod, even on the longest nights, you are always there. Amen.

Family of faith, even when we doubt God'’s presence, even when we fail to notice God’s fingerprints in this world, God is
always moving closer to us. Hear and believe the good news this Advent season: Nothing can keep God’s love away. We
are seen. We are forgiven. We are not alone. Amen.

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

With-us God,

in the time of Moses, you spoke through water in the desert and a pillar of smoke. In the time of the
judges, you spoke through the prophets. In the time of Herod, you spoke through angel choruses and
unlikely miracles. In every time you have been speaking. So today, in our time, we ask that you would
speak again. Break through the chatter and the distraction of our weary minds and speak to us once more.
With hope we pray, Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING Lamentations 3:55-57(Pew Bible pg 624)
(Hands-On Bible pg 797)
A reading from Lamentations, the 3° chapter beginning with the fifty-fith verse.

But I called on your name, Lord, from deep within the pit. You heard me when I cried, “Listen to my pleading! Hear my
cry for help!” Yes, you came when I called; you told me, “Do not fear.”
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SCRIPTURE READING (Pastor Deb will read) Luke 1:5-13 (Pew Bible pg 779)
(Hands-On Bible pg 1019)
When Herod was king of Judea, there was a Jewish priest named Zechariah. He was a member of the priestly order of

Abijah, and his wife, Elizabeth, was also from the priestly line of Aaron. Zechariah and Elizabeth were righteous in
God’s eyes, careful to obey all of the Lord’s commandments and regulations. They had no children because Elizabeth was
unable to conceive, and they were both very old.

One day Zechariah was serving God in the Temple, for his order was on duty that week. As was the custom of the priests,
he was chosen by lot to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and burn incense. While the incense was being burned, a great
crowd stood outside, praying.

While Zechariah was in the sanctuary, an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing to the right of the incense

altar. Zechariah was shaken and overwhelmed with fear when he saw him. But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid,
Zechariah! God has heard your prayer. Your wife, Elizabeth, will give you a son, and you are to name him John.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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CHILDREN’S TIME WITH PASTOR DEB

SERMON Pastor Deb Grismer

HYMN OF THE DAY O Lord, How Shall I Meet You ELW 241 vs 1,2,4 for words,
sung to the tune of O Savior, Precious Savior ELW 820
Vs I O Lord, how shall I meet you, how welcome you aright?
Your people long to greet you, my hope, my heart's delight!
Oh, kindle, Lord most holy, your lamp within my breast
to do in spirit lowly all that may please you best.

Vs 2 1lay in fetters, groaning; you came to set me free.
I stood, my shame bemoaning; you came to honor me.

A glorious crown you give me, a treasure safe on high

that will not fail or leave me as earthly riches fly.

Vs 4 Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted, who sit in deepest gloom,
who mourn your joys departed and tremble at your doom.

All hail the Lord's appearing! O glorious Sun, now come,
send forth your beams so cheering and guide us safely home.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Journeying together in trust and hope, let us affirm our faith with these words.

We have seen the valley. We have seen a sky without stars.

We have seen the longest night, and s¢i// we believe.

We believe in a with-us God. We believe in the hope of tomorrow.

We believe that good news is louder than fear. We believe this good news is for all people.
So even when our knees shake, even when our voice trembles,

even when fear is all around us, we will hold onto that good news.

We will reach for each other. We will look for God in our midst.

We will sing songs of joy. We will proclaim: Unto us, love is born.

We have seen the longest night, and we have seen unimaginable love. So stil/, we believe. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Inbreaking God, every time we read the story of Zechariah in the temple, we remember that you are a God that draws
near. You are a God that breaks into the messy middle of our lives to offer hope, love, and good news. You are a God who
sees our fears and offers words of comfort.

So once more, present God, we bow our heads. Once more we quiet the racing thoughts in our minds. Once more we
allow our spirits to lean toward you like trees in the wind. And as we do, we bring you our prayers.

God, today we are grateful for the many amazing things in this world that leave us speechless.

Thank you for the beauty of nature as we welcome a new season. Thank you for the contagious joy of children. Thank
you for homemade meals and the kindness of strangers. Thank you for music that buoys our spirits, and scripture that

points to your presence. It can be hard to put into words how grateful we truly are.

However, in addition to prayers of gratitude, gracious God, we also bring you prayers of grief.



We know that Zechariah and Elizabeth were no strangers to grief or longing. We know that for years they prayed for a
child that never came. So this morning we also pray for those, who like them, have longed for children and found grief
instead. God, we lift up the members of this community who have walked similar journeys of infertility. We pray for
those who lie in hospital beds, desperate for good news. We pray for those who cannot put food on the table and wonder
how they’ll keep the lights on. We pray for children that feel overlooked, and for adults that feel heartbreakingly alone.

God, the hurt and longing in this world is enough to leave us speechless. So just as you did for Zechariah, speak to us.
Remind us that we are not alone and that our prayers have been heard. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all. And also with you.
Let us stand and share a sign of God’s peace with one another.

(9 am) OFFERING Assisting Minister hands out offering plates
As you are seated, we will gather our offering. Thank you for the generous ways you support the mission of this
congregation as well as our Ministry of the Month - through your gifts of time, talents and resources.

(9 am) OFFERTORY I Know That My Redeemer Liveth Hugh S. Livingston Jr.

*(9 am) OFFERING RESPONSE On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry ELW 249, Vs 5

All praise to you, eternal Son, whose advent has our freedom won,
whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Spirit, evermore.

*OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray...

Loving God,

pour out your Spirit on this Table. Pour out your Spirit on this ordinary bread. Pour out your Spirit on
this ordinary juice. For the thing we fear the most is distance from you, so draw near to us here.
Saturate this room with your Spirit and this Table with your love. Amen.

You may be seated.

GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW pg 144
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 1t is right to give our thanks and praise.

1t is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise. ...we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW pg 144
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Friends, did you ever have a moment growing up when you walked into the school cafeteria, panned the faces in the
crowd, and wondered if you were going to have a place to sit? Did you ever have a moment, maybe as a new student or at
the start of a new school year, when fear nibbled at the back of your mind because you weren’t sure where you belonged?
1 imagine, at some point or another, most of us have experienced that kind of fear. But here at this Table, you never have
to wonder. Here at this Table, there is enough room, enough food, enough love for everyone. Here at this Table, Jesus is
standing up on his chair, waving his hands over his head, saying to each of you, “I saved you a seat!” Here at this Table,
you are wanted and welcomed. You are safe and loved. Here at this Table, you belong. So my friends, there is no need for
fear here, for this is a joyful feast. And you are invited. Come. All are welcome.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Lamb of God ELW 146
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly ELW 276
Vs 1 Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall;
oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the child is Lord of all.
Swiftly winging, angels singing, bells are ringing, tidings bringing:
Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all!

Vs 2 Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new
saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true.

Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow:
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

O Little Town of Bethlehem ELW 2791,3,4
Vs 1 O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

Vs 3 How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv'n!

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav'n.

No ear may hear his coming; but, in this world of sin,

where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

Vs 4 O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!

Love Has Come ELW 292
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Vs I Love has come—a light in the darkness! Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies.
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; hear how their song of joy arises:
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! Love! Love! Glory to God on high.

Vs 2 Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. Love is God now asleep in the hay.
See the glow in the eyes of his mother; what is the name her heart is saying?
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel.

Vs 3 Love has come and never will leave us! Love is life everlasting and free.
Love is Jesus within and among us. Love is the peace our hearts are seeking.
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

What Child Is This ELW 296
Vs I What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary!

Vs 2 Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary!

Vs 3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him.
The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him.

Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby;

joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary!

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

Please rise.
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, bless you and keep you in his grace. Amen

Let us pray...

Loving God, In a world racked with fear, you gather us together. You set the table. You meet us here. You nourish our
bodies as you nourish our spirits. You remind us that this is a joyful feast, and that fear cannot win every time. So with
renewed courage, with renewed hope, with renewed conviction, send us out into the world. Help us to feed others as you
have fed us. With gratitude we pray, amen.

*BLESSING

In a fearful world, may you look for God’s spirit. May you reach for each other’s hands. May you choose courage
whenever you can. And in all things, may you remember that good news is louder than fear. In the name of the one who
calls, the one who sends, and the one who journeys with-God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.



*SENDING SONG Good Christian Friends, Rejoice ELW 288, Vs 3

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace and be not afraid.
Thanks be to God.

(9 am) POSTLUDE The Royal Banners James Mansfield

‘Please stand in body or spirit.
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Thank you to our worship servers for your ministry.
Saturday/Sunday, Nov 29 & 30
Musicians: Marsha Mertes (Sat)/Parker Knox (Sun)
Assisting Minister: Jane Pheifle
Reader: Becky Trudeau
Slides: Bob Jensen (Sat)/Butch Bowman (Sun)
Streaming: Jeff Churchill
Ushers/Greeters: Luke Team
Communion: Luke Team



