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South Canyon Lutheran Church  
See, Grow, Serve To the Glory of God 
700 44th Street Rapid City, SD  57702 
Phone: 605.343.4887  www.sclc-rc.org 

“Home of Friend-Ship Preschool” 
  July 19 & 20, 2025  

     5:30 pm & 9:00 am 
 6th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Welcome to Worship 
 

(9 am) PRELUDE                                      There is a Balm in Gilead                                              Robert Lau 
 Please take a moment to sign the friendship pads at the end of the pew by the aisle.  Pass them down the aisle and send 
them back again.  Thank you.                   
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 *INVOCATION 
Please rise. 

We gather for worship in the name of the Triune God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called 
and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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*GATHERING HYMN                           The Church’s One Foundation   ELW 654 1,4,5 

 Vs 1  The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
 she is his new creation by water and the word. 
 From heav'n he came and sought her to be his holy bride; 
 with his own blood he bought her, 
 and for her life he died. 
 
 Vs 4  Through toil and tribulation and tumult of her war, 
 she waits the consummation of peace forevermore; 
 till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest, 
 and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 
 
 Vs 5  Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One, 
 and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won. 
 Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus! Lord, save us by your grace, 
 that we, like saints before us, may see you face to face. 
 
*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
Let us pray 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Saving Lord,  
You put your servant Esther in a unique position to help save her people and gave her the courage to act.  
Give us eyes to see where we can make a difference and the courage to act. In Jesus name we pray, 
Amen. 
Please be seated. 
  

SCRIPTURE READING                                                                                                                   Esther 4:7-17   
  Mordecai told him the whole story, including the exact amount of money Haman had promised to pay into 
the royal treasury for the destruction of the Jews.  Mordecai gave Hathach a copy of the decree issued in Susa 
that called for the death of all Jews. He asked Hathach to show it to Esther and explain the situation to her. 
He also asked Hathach to direct her to go to the king to beg for mercy and plead for her people. So Hathach 
returned to Esther with Mordecai’s message. 
  Then Esther told Hathach to go back and relay this message to Mordecai:  “All the king’s officials and even 
the people in the provinces know that anyone who appears before the king in his inner court without being 
invited is doomed to die unless the king holds out his gold scepter. And the king has not called for me to come 
to him for thirty days.”  So Hathach gave Esther’s message to Mordecai. 
   Mordecai sent this reply to Esther: “Don’t think for a moment that because you’re in the palace you will 
escape when all other Jews are killed.  If you keep quiet at a time like this, deliverance and relief for the Jews 
will arise from some other place, but you and your relatives will die. Who knows if perhaps you were made 
queen for just such a time as this?” 
  Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai:  “Go and gather together all the Jews of Susa and fast for me. Do not 
eat or drink for three days, night or day. My maids and I will do the same. And then, though it is against the 
law, I will go in to see the king. If I must die, I must die.”  So Mordecai went away and did everything as Esther 
had ordered him. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.                         
 
RESPONSIVE READING                                                                                                                        Psalm 27 
Note to reader:  Please read only the italicized parts.  Pastor Deb will read the bold parts with the congregation 
for the online viewers. 
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The LORD is my light and my salvation—so why should I be afraid? The LORD is my fortress, protecting me from danger, 
so why should I tremble? 
When evil people come to devour me, when my enemies and foes attack me, they will stumble and fall. 
Though a mighty army surrounds me, my heart will not be afraid. Even if I am attacked, I will remain confident. 
The one thing I ask of the LORD—the thing I seek most—is to live in the house of the LORD all the days 
of my life, delighting in the LORD’s perfections and meditating in his Temple. 
 For he will conceal me there when troubles come; he will hide me in his sanctuary. He will place me out of reach on a high 
rock. 
Then I will hold my head high above my enemies who surround me. At his sanctuary I will offer 
sacrifices with shouts of joy, singing and praising the LORD with music. 
Hear me as I pray, O LORD. Be merciful and answer me! My heart has heard you say, “Come and talk with me.” And 
my heart responds, “LORD, I am coming.” 
Do not turn your back on me. Do not reject your servant in anger. You have always been my helper. 
Don’t leave me now; don’t abandon me, O God of my salvation! Even if my father and mother abandon 
me, the LORD will hold me close. 
Teach me how to live, O LORD. Lead me along the right path, for my enemies are waiting for me. 
Do not let me fall into their hands. For they accuse me of things I’ve never done; with every breath they threaten me with 
violence. Yet I am confident I will see the LORD’s goodness while I am here in the land of the living. 
Wait patiently for the LORD. Be brave and courageous. Yes, wait patiently for the LORD. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.                         
 

SCRIPTURE READING                                                                                                                     Esther 7:1-7 
Note:  Pastor Deb will read these verses. 
So the king and Haman went to Queen Esther’s banquet. On this second occasion, while they were drinking 
wine, the king again said to Esther, “Tell me what you want, Queen Esther. What is your request? I will give 
it to you, even if it is half the kingdom!” 
 Queen Esther replied, “If I have found favor with the king, and if it pleases the king to grant my request, I ask 
that my life and the lives of my people will be spared. For my people and I have been sold to those who would 
kill, slaughter, and annihilate us. If we had merely been sold as slaves, I could remain quiet, for that would be 
too trivial a matter to warrant disturbing the king.” 
 “Who would do such a thing?” King Xerxes demanded. “Who would be so presumptuous as to touch you?” 
 Esther replied, “This wicked Haman is our adversary and our enemy.” Haman grew pale with fright before 
the king and queen. Then the king jumped to his feet in a rage and went out into the palace garden. 
Haman, however, stayed behind to plead for his life with Queen Esther, for he knew that the king intended to 
kill him. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

(9 am) CHILDREN’S TIME WITH PASTOR DEB 
 

SERMON                                                “Courage When It Counts”                                       Pastor Deb Grismer 
   

HYMN OF THE DAY                             Canticle of Turning     ELW 723 1,2,4 
     Vs 1   My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great, 

 and my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait. 
 You fixed your sight on your servant's plight, and my weakness you did not spurn,  
 so from east to west shall my name be blest. Could the world be about to turn? 
 

      Refrain 
 My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn. 
 Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn. 
 
 Vs 2  Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me, 
 and your mercy will last from the depths of the past to the end of the age to be. 
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 Your very name puts the proud to shame, and to those who would for you yearn, 
 you will show your might, put the strong to flight, for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 
 
 Vs 4  Though the nations rage from age to age, we remember who holds us fast: 
 God's mercy must deliver us from the conqueror's crushing grasp. 
 This saving word that our forebears heard is the promise which holds us bound, 
 till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, who is turning the world around.  Refrain 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 
he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

                  

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you all.  And also with you. 
Let us share a sign of God’s peace with one another. 
 

(9 am) OFFERING       Assisting Minister hands out offering plates 
As you are seated, we will gather our offering.  Thank you for the generous ways you support the mission of this 
congregation as well as our Ministry of the Month –  Love Inc - through your gifts of time, talents and resources.    
 

(9 am) OFFERTORY                                    O Worship the King                                           David Paxton               
                    

(9 am) OFFERING RESPONSE       Pastor Deb will collect the offering plates 
                                                              Christ, Be Our Light (Refrain only)                             ELW 715 refrain 

Refrain 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray… 
God of grace,  
your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to 
your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now 
and always.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
This summer instead of using the pre-written Prayers of Intercession, the congregation is invited to share their joys and 
concerns.  Pastor Deb will then lead the congregation in prayer.                                                                                                                             
  
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation… 
  

...Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer 
  

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior, who taught us to pray… 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER         
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace.  In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
   

 
*SENDING SONG                                     To Be Your Presence                ELW 546  

Vs 1  To be your presence is our mission here, 
to show compassion's face and list'ning ear, 
to be your heart of mercy ever near, 
alleluia! 
 
Vs 2  To be your presence is our mission bold, 
to feed the poor and shelter homeless cold, 
to be your hands of justice, right uphold, 
alleluia! 
 
Vs 3  To be your presence is our mission blest, 
to speak for all the broken and oppressed, 
to be your voice of hope, your love expressed, 
alleluia! 
  
Vs 4  We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, 
to serve your people is our call and choice, 
and in this mission we, the church, rejoice,  
alleluia! 

                              
DISMISSAL  
Go in peace to love your neighbor and serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
(9 am) POSTLUDE                                      Ancient of Days                                               Thomas Chesterton 
                       
*Please stand in body or spirit. 
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Thank you to our worship servers for your ministry. 
Saturday/Sunday, July 19 & 20 
Musicians:  Marsha Mertes (Sat)/Parker Knox (Sun) 
Assisting Minister:  Jona Hagen 
Reader: Mary Bauman 
Slides:   Scott Nixon (Sat)/Butch Bowman (Sun) 
Streaming: Jennifer Haar 
Ushers/Greeters: Luke Team 
 


