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Matthew 5:13-20

PRELUDE O Master Let Me Walk With Thee Gilbert Martin
€.2012 Lorenz Publishing Company

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

GATHERING SONG Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness ELW 843
1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness

with a liberating light;

praise the One who frees the pris'ners,

turning blindness into sight.

Praise the One who preached the gospel,

healing ev'ry dread disease,

calming storms and feeding thousands

with the very bread of peace.

2 Praise the One who blessed the children
with a strong yet gentle word,

praise the One who drove out demons
with a piercing, two-edged sword.

Praise the One who brings cool water

to the desert's burning sand;

from this well comes living water
quenching thirst in ev'ry land.

3 Praise the one true love incarnate:
Christ, who suffered in our place;
Jesus died and rose for many

that we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness,
seeing what our God has done.
Praise the one redeeming glory;
praise the One who makes us one.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,



whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, |
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit
show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

ANTHEM: This Little Light Of Mine Howard Helvey
c. 2004 Beckenhorst Press, Inc.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:6-9a

A reading from Isaiah.

Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the
ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for
genuine fasting that results in acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless,
and clothing the naked.

°Is not this the fast that | choose:

to loose the bonds of injustice,

to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,



and to break every yoke?
“Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them,
and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
*Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you,
the glory of the LoRD shall be your rear guard.
“Then you shall call, and the LorD will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here | am.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12

A reading from 1 Corinthians.

Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy and wisdom, Paul
Continuously presents God’s hidden wisdom which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual
maturity involves judging ourselves and others in light of God’s revelation in the cross.

‘When | came to you, brothers and sisters, | did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you
in lofty words or wisdom. ?For | decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and
him crucified. *And | came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. “‘My speech
and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the
Spirit and of power, °so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of
God.

°Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the
rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. ‘But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden,
which God decreed before the ages for our glory. ®None of the rulers of this age understood this;
for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. °But, as it is written,

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,

nor the human heart conceived,

what God has prepared for those who love him”—
“these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even
the depths of God. **For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit
that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. ?“Now
we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may
understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:13-20

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth and the
light of the world, doing good works and keeping God’s commandments.

[Jesus said:] “*“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be
restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.

““You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. *°No one after lighting a
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.
*In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and



give glory to your Father in heaven.

Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish
but to fulfill. **For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke
of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. ““Therefore, whoever breaks one of
the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom
of heaven. *°For | tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON: Pastor Chris Baesler

HYMN OF THE DAY Drawn to the Light ELW 593
1 People who walk in darkness have sought

a light in the heart of the darkest night.

Just when we thought all would be lost,

we were drawn to the light of God.

Refrain

Dawn is in sight! Gone is the night,
drawn to the light and the morning.
Glorious and bright, oh, what a sight
to be drawn to the light of God.

2 How can we tell a heaven from hell

if ev'ryone dwells in the dark of night?
Morning dispels, gently compels,

and we're drawn to the light of God. Refrain

3 Where is the sun? Oh, there will be none!
The Lamb is the one who is shining bright,
bids us to come! Life has begun

when we're drawn to the light of God. Refrain

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

Call your people to seek your wisdom in difficult conversations and action. Give the church
everywhere courage to repent for the ways we have tolerated and practiced injustice (injustice
such as systemic racism, church sanction of colonialism, church protection of sexual abusers
may be named). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Inspire our wonder at creation, from the light of dawn to the beauty of the dark night. Sustain the
unseen depths of the ocean to the plants and animals we know well. Bring healing to lands and
communities experiencing natural disasters (especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



Instruct the powerful in your ways. Provide upright leadership in business and industry, that
workers are not oppressed. Throughout the world, inspire voters and raise up politicians to heed
your call for nations to practice righteousness. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Loosen the bonds of injustice in our midst. Grant peace to endless quarrels, put an end to hunger,
and break every yoke of oppression. Shelter all who flee abuse in their homes or violence in their
communities. Satisfy those afflicted in any way (especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Shape our congregation to be salt for the earth. Give us delight in your commandments, that we
are generous with those in need. Make us steadfast in our trust in you, ready with tangible mercy
and compassion for our neighbors. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

The cross and resurrection bring redemption from sin and death. We praise you for (the Martyrs
of Japan and) all whose unshaken faith in Christ shines forth in their witness. Keep them in our
remembrance and bring us with them into the kingdom of heaven. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ
crucified.

Amen.

SONG Christ Be Our Light (Refrain) ELW 715
Refrain

Christ, be our light!

Shine in our hearts.

Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in your church gathered today.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING Humbly I Adore Thee Robert Lau
€.2012 Lorenz Publishing Company

OFFERING RESPONSE As With Gladness Men of Old (v5) ELW 302
5 In the heavenly city bright

None shall need created light

You its light its joy its crown

You its sun which goes not down

There for ever may we sing

Alleluias to our king

OFFERING PRAYER
God of abundance,



receive and bless these gifts we have offered.
Join our hearts with the song of the angels,

and gather us at your table of celebration.
Strengthen us to share with all the world

the abundance of your grace upon grace,

poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING SONG Be Thou My Vision(v. 1, 2, 4) ELW 793
1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;

naught be all else to me, save that thou art:

thou my best thought both by day and by night,

waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;

| ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.

Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r,
raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r.

4 Light of my soul, after victory won,

may | reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.



Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Glory of God
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