
700 44th Street 
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Get Text & Email Alerts: 

Call the church office to get set up with our app-based platform so you 
can receive text. Let us know if you have an email where you would 
like to receive newsletters and other information. 

Download our Realm App: 

We have a wonderful app for downloading. Call the church office to 
learn how! 

Call or Email our Main Office: 

Main Office: 605.343.4887  

info@sclc-rc.org 

Services Online 
We are live on Sundays at 9:00 am here: 

South Canyon Lutheran YouTube 

Weekly Events 

facebook.com/south canyon lutheran  

  

twitter.com/southcanyonlutheran  

  

Instagram.com/southcanyonlutheran 

 

https://onrealm.org/SouthCanyonLuth 

Social Media: 
How to Get Connected 

Service Times 
•  Wednesdays at 6 pm 

• Saturdays at 5:30 pm 

•  Sundays at 9:00 am 

• Communion is offered on the 2nd, 4th & 5th weekends 

Men’s Bible Study at Hardees 
Every Wednesday morning at 7:30 am 
Hardees on Haines Ave. by Applebees 
 

Adult Choir Rehearsal 
Weekly on Wednesdays at 7:10 pm 

Sanctuary  

Children’s Choir Rehearsal  
Weekly on Fridays at 3:30 pm 

Sanctuary  

The Alleluia Ringers 
Weekly on Tuesdays at 6:30 pm  

Sanctuary Loft 

This wonderful group of hand bell ringers practice 

weekly and ring in worship whenever they feel ready 

 

Or go to our website: sclc-rc.org and click on box to join us online. 

 

NEED TO CATCH UP? 

Catch all the livestream and videos on our website or on YouTube 

at any time. Services are archived for viewing. 

  

Piecemakers Quilting Group 
Every Thursday at 9:00 am 
Fellowship Hall 
You are invited to come and get connected with this fun group. There is  
sewing, quilting, and cutting along  with fellowship and devotions. No  
experience is  necessary! 
 

 M.E.N.S (Men Exploring and Navigating Spiritually) Study 
Every Friday morning at 6:00 am  

Koinonia Kafe 
Come and enjoy Christian relationships. If you would like to join this early 
morning group for faith-filled discussion, contact Jim Bishop via the office. 
  
                          

Monday Noon Bible Study  
Come explore the books of Galatians and Hebrews.  

Every Monday at Noon— Reformation Room 

Facebook.com/south canyon lutheran 
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Wednesday Nights  
at SCLC 

• 4:45 pm - Meal 

• 6:00 pm - Worship 

• 6:45 pm - Small Groups/Faith Formation 

• 7:10 pm - Adult Choir Rehearsal 
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PASTOR CHRIS BAESLER 

Senior Pastor 

        I WONDER ABOUT WONDER. 

Dear Siblings in Christ, 

There is a story that sticks out to me in the gospel of Luke, Chapter 5, where Jesus 
heals a paralyzed man.  It’s the one where the man’s friends lower him down to  
Jesus through a hole in the roof because the crowds are so thick.  As part of the  
religious leaders, as only God can forgive sins, and they begin to question who  
Jesus is that he does something reserved only for God.  It is at this point that Jesus 

asks them “why do you raise such questions in your hearts?” Then as proof of his authority he tells the man to 
“stand up and take his mat and go home.”  The man gets up and goes home glorifying God.  Then the text 
says “Wonder (Amazement) seized all of them, and they glorified God and were filled with awe, saying, “We 
have seen strange things today.” 

As we move towards Lent, I find myself wondering about Wonder.  We all have questions about God and life 
and suffering and blessing.  We have questions about God’s goodness and people’s badness.  Why did this 
(insert your experience here) happen to me? Why is this (insert) happening to me now?  What is going to 
happen in the future?  Why does God seem so close and present and faith seem so easy sometimes while 
other times it is just difficult to connect to God?   

In the above text , even though people experienced Jesus standing before them they still had a difficult time 
understanding God’s work; nevertheless they glorified God and celebrated the strange things they had seen 
that day.  The strange things are what sticks out to me.  God did unexpected works of blessing like healing 
the man and forgiving sins and so I wonder if I miss strange things that God is doing which might cause me 
to celebrate if I would but pay attention. 

This Lent, as we prepare to Celebrate Jesus’ love for us on the cross and his resurrection from the dead, our 
invitation is to embrace Wonder.  Wondering invites us to live into unanswerable questions, to explore the 
strange works of God’s love that we might miss because we are busy or just not looking for them or  they 
are unexpected.  During worship we will experience interesting bible characters that help us wonder about 
God’s work and remind us that one thing is always certain:  God loves us and will always be with us on our 
journey.  In the upcoming days, may you be filled with wonder at the works of God. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Chris 

LENTEN WORSHIP 

Lenten worship 2023 will offer a unique opportunity to experience the story 
of Jesus’ arrest, trial and sentencing in a modern dramatic interpretation.  
We are excited to present the story in dramatic form and hope it will be a 
meaningful way for you to experience Jesus’ love.  Our 2023 Lent/Easter 
schedule is as follows: All Wednesday services @ 6:00 pm.     

February 22.  Ash Wednesday: Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion 
March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29.  Worship with Lent-drama.   

April 2—9.  Easter Cantata and Holy Week (Monday -Thursday/Good  
Friday/Easter).   



 

 

  

 

 

 

Wednesday Nights  
Join us Wednesday evenings for a meal (4:45-6:00), Worship Service (6:00-6:40), and  

Faith Formation: 4 yrs—5th grade (6:45-7:15); Middle School & High School (6:45-7:20)  

February 1st—Breakfast at Night 

Meal 4:45-6:00 pm 

Worship 6:00-6:40 pm 

Faith Formation 6:45-7:15 pm 

Peer Groups  4 yrs - 5th grade 

Middle School & High School 

February 8th—Chicken Pot Pie 

Meal 4:45-6:00 pm 

Worship 6:00-6:40 pm 

Faith Formation 6:45-7:15 pm 

Peer Groups  4 yrs - 5th grade 

Middle School & High School 

February 15th—Meat Loaf 

Meal 4:45-6:00 pm 

Worship 6:00-6:40 pm 

Faith Formation 6:45-7:15 pm 

Peer Groups  4 yrs - 5th grade 

Middle School & High School 

February 22nd—Mac n Cheese and Ham 

Meal 4:45-6:00 pm 

Ash Wednesday Worship 6:00 pm with              

communion & disposition of ashes 

 

Sundays 

February 5th 

Worship 9:00 am  

 

February 12th 

Worship 9:00 am with Communion  

Parent Brunch 10:00-11:15 

Church School 10:00—10:30 am 

Confirmation Meeting 5:00-7:00 

 

 

 

 

 

February 19th 

Worship: 9:00 am  

Church School 10:00 am 

 

February 26th 

Worship  9:00 am with Communion 

Retirement Milestone  
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Greetings from FRIEND-SHIP PRESCHOOL!  We are halfway through our school year!  We 

have been working so hard, having fun, and learning about how we are loved by God.   

Early enrollment for preschool for the 23-24 school year is happening NOW for South Canyon 

Lutheran Church members.   

Please contact Rana through the church office (605-343-4887) for more information or to 

schedule a tour. We look forward to meeting you! 
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Cans of soup 

can be brought 

prior to  

February 12th 

and left in the 

church office. 

All donations 

are greatly  

appreciated! 
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Sunday, March 19th SCLC will have a 
Spring Wild Food/Game Feed. All 
are invited (even non-wild game  
eaters). This is a potluck event so 
bring a dish to share.  Craft beer 
makers are welcome to bring a   
sample of their craft as well.   

More details will be coming in the 
March newsletter. Questions can be  
directed to Pastor Chris through the  
office.  

 

Lenten worship 2023 will offer a 

unique opportunity to experience 

the story of Jesus’ arrest, trial and 

sentencing in a modern dramatic 

interpretation.  We are excited to 

present the story in dramatic form 

and hope it will be a meaningful 

way for you to experience Jesus’ 

love.   

 
  Woyatan Lutheran Church 

We will serve the meal and worship with their members on Sunday, 
February 12th.  Meet at Woyatan at 11:00 am. 
 
 WOYOTAN LUTHERAN MOBILE WARMING STATION 

To help serve those experiencing homelessness and housing insecurity this winter, Woyotan Lutheran 

Church in Rapid City is creating a mobile warming station. To help the project be successful, they need your 

help with either monetary donations or donations of any of the following items:  

• any size road-ready bus ideally for no cost to either borrow or buy for little money 

• adult size coats, hats, mittens, scarfs, blankets, snow pants, and winter gear 

• hand warmers and feet warmers 

• cocoa mix, tea, and coffee 

• paper products 

• financial gifts to purchase gas for the van 

For more info and how to best help contact the synod office or Woyotan directly at 

woyatan@midconetwork.com or (605) 348-0247. 

WOYOTAN LUTHERAN MOBILE WARMING STATION
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THE CALL PROCESS  UPDATE 
Church council will meet with Rev. Jonathan Stiener, (SD Synod staff) at our February 
council meeting.  Rev. Stiener is the Director for Evangelical Mission, (deployed staff in 
Rapid City), Associate to the Bishop for Stewardship and Outreach.  At this first step we 
will look at demographic trends in Rapid City and the surrounding neighborhood to bet-
ter understand who our neighbors are.  We will then plan how to offer the Congregational 
Vitality Survey to the congregation—a special communication (eg. letter/email) will go 
out explaining the survey process before the survey is delivered.    

 

 

 

 

Oh William!  

by Elizabeth Strout 

Saturday, February 18th - 8:30 
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LUTHERANS OUTDOOR ADULT TRAVEL MINISTRY  EVENTS 

Get on the BUS in 2023 as Lutherans Outdoors is offering several opportunities for some fun travel events! 
 
We call our travel together an Event.  This is because we want it to be more than just any travel “tour”.  Our  
focus is on you.  We will provide an exciting destination and an exciting journey to get to the destination.   
Hospitality, devotions, food, safety, cookies, and FUN all play a role in our travel together. Visit www.LOSD.org 
to register. 
 

2023 TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 

March 31–April 2 | Winter Blues Escape (Minneapolis)  
Includes Theatre, Symphony, MN Timberwolves Basketball, and more. 

April 11-13 | A Triple Play (Minneapolis) Includes Hamilton and MN Twins season opener! 

May 6-10 | North Shore of Lake Superior 
Includes Activities in Duluth, Two Harbors, and Grand Marais. 

June 30–July 4 | Baseball Fever 2023 
Includes five games in Omaha, Kansas City, St. Louis, Milwaukee, and Minneapolis. 

July 27–August 6 | A Week at Holden Village 

October 5-10 | Fall Foliage in Wisconsin 

November 13-17 and December 4-8 | Christmas in Branson 
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DAKOTA Choral UNION 

Christmas at the Cathedral 

Sunday, December 11, 2022 

3:00 PM 

Cathedral of Our Lady of  

Perpetual Help 

520 Cathedral Drive 

Rapid City 

MINISTRY OF THE MONTH 

Throughout each month we collect a special offering for an organization in our area that provides  

services to the community.  All the money raised during this month goes directly to the non-profit  

organization. Our Ministry of the Month for February is Chapel in the Hills. 

     Nestled at the foot of the Black Hills, on the western edge of Rapid City, SD, the Chapel in the Hills is 

a quiet retreat open to all visitors. As a special ministry of the South Dakota Synod of the Evangelical  

Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), the Chapel reaches out to vacationers and local residents alike, 

who look for a place to experience God's peace in their busy lives.  
     The Chapel in the Hills was built in 1969 and a dream come true for the preacher of the Lutheran 

Vespers radio hour, Dr. Harry Gregerson.  The Chapel is an exact replica of the Borgund Stavkirke 

Church in Norway and over 25,000 visitors stop each year to see the church, museum, gift shop and the 

grounds.  
     The purpose of the church is to spread the gospel through sermons, music, weddings, vow renewals 

along with other special events. Worship services are held  every Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday 

evening at 7:30 pm during the summer months from Memorial Day through Labor Day.  Each summer, 

local pastors and ELCA pastors from all around the country spend a few weeks serving as  

pastors-in-residence.  

       The Chapel also has an online store where wood carvings (crosses and nativity sets) as well as other 

items can be purchased. Sales of these items, rental fees for the events, and donations support this  

ministry.  

       For more information the Chapel, check out their website at: 

 https://www.chapel-in-the-hills.org  

Special Offering 



 

Financials as of December 2022: 
Actual Contributions for month…………...…       $87,522.38 
Actual Expenses for month  …..………………..     $ 67,484.86 
 

Net: ……………………………………..………………..     $20,037.52 
 

YTD Contributions ………………………….……..    $829,277.99 

YTD Actual Expenses……………………...………    $833,639.27 
YTD Net: ……………………………..………………..     $ -4,361.28 
 

Total Budgeted Expenses for 2022…...….    $898,433.00 

Church Business 
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Let SCLC pray for you! 
 

 

Please also let us know if there is a 
death, a birth, if someone becomes 
homebound, hospitalized, or any 
cause for sorrow OR JOY.  We truly 
care for you and your family! 

Your donations and generous gifts 

to South Canyon Lutheran  

enable us to “See, Grow, and Serve  
to the Glory of God.” 

WAYS TO GIVE AT SCLC 

• Mobile giving: use the REALM 

app 

• Online giving: use the “Give 

Now” button at sclc-rc.org 

• Automatic Giving 

• IRA Direct Giving 

• Text Giving: text to the phone 

number 73256  

• In Person: stop by the  

office or use the offering  

basket at church services 



 

Caring for Our Members 

 Pastoral Care 

 

Caregiver Lunch 

The next Caregiver Lunch will be Friday, February 17, 
at noon in the Fellowship Hall.  This group is for people 
who are caregivers now and have been in the past.  
Please RSVP to Linda Black. 

Soup Sisters will gather in the kitchen at 6:30 pm on 
Thursday, February 9, to make soup.  If you would like to 
be added to this list for notices please contact Linda Black. 

Soup Sisters 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Prayer shawls are a wonderful gift to someone who might 
be in the need of feeling a warm hug of love.  Yarn is 
available in the church office with patterns for knitting 
or crochet.  If you know of someone who might be in need 
of a prayer shawl they are available at church. 
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South Canyon Lutheran Church has many members in Care facilities and shut ins. They 
appreciate visits from other church members.  If you would like to visit one of these 
members once a month, and perhaps serve them communion, please let Linda Black 
know.  You may do a visit on your own or with another person.  This is a wonderful way 
to share God’s love with those who gave so much to South Canyon Lutheran Church in 
years past.   

Oh what fun it is to serve our high school students Free Lunch! Thanks and gratitude 
to the many hands that made this undertaking of back–to-back Free Lunch for Finals 
a success; from the cook, to the prep crew, the servers, clean up help, and the many  
bakers who contributed delicious desserts, you are greatly appreciated. We served 
268 students the first day and a little over 300 the second day. What a wonderful 
ministry!   

The next Free Lunch is on February 7, when we will serve Walking Tacos, a favorite 
among the students. 



 

 

From the Office 

 

Helpers needed for  Saturday 
and Sunday Worship Services: 

• Assisting ministers 
• Readers 
• Ushers 
• Communion servers 
• Technology operators for online 

services 

Signup forms are in back of the 
Sanctuary 

We also need people to help make coffee 
and clean up fellowship food on Saturday 

evenings.   

Training can be provided!  

If you see a need - step in ! 
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Grocery Gift Cards 

 

Cards can be used at Family Fare, Safeway, Sam’s, and 

Walmart. These local stores give back 3% - 5% to Church Response 

and 2% to SCLC.  It all adds up and takes such little effort. Won’t you 

consider trying this the next time you plan to do your  

grocery shopping? Grocery gift cards can be purchased in the church 

office or at the Information Center on Sundays. 

We want to express our 

appreciation for all 

those who came to help 

us take down the  

Christmas decorations.  

Many hands make  

little work! 

Thank you for all of the ways you give   
to South Canyon Lutheran Church.   

If you’re over 72, there is a way to 
take your required minimum  
distribution, skip the tax and make a 
meaningful gift to support our  
ministries at South Canyon Lutheran 
Church - the IRA Charitable Rollover. 
Talk with your financial advisor about 
this.  Be sure to let Kristi in the office 
know to keep an eye out for the 
check.  Thank you again!  

New Staff Search—Middle/High School Youth  
Ministry Director 

We are looking for a pas sio nate adult to lead our  
middle school and high school youth.   This is a part-
time/paid positio n with the pos sibility of 20 hours a 
week. The Youth Ministry Director will work closely with 
the pastor and Children’s Ministry Director, alo ng with 
other staff when neces sary to lead and guide  
programming and participatio n of youth and their  
families in ministry.  If you are interested or know 
someo ne who might be interested, p lease co ntact  
Pastor Ch ris. 

Faith-filled 

giving  

impacts lives 

forever 



Director of Worship 

Canyon Parish News | February 2023 | Page 15            See, Grow, Serve to the Glory of God 

This is the first opportunity since Christmas and the Christmas Cantata I’ve had to thank 

everyone for all they did to make Christmastime so very special!  My very long thank-you 

list starts with the Cantata and includes: the Kid’s Choir and their accompanist Marsha 

Mertes (who also played for us on Christmas day), the Sanctuary Choir and their  

accompanist Mary Weidenbach, Pastor Chris for narrating, Shelley Mann for signing Silent 

Night, a certain USD student who was roped into singing a solo, Cora Fried for joining us 

with piano playing and singing, Nolan O’Connell and Kristi Wellendorf for working the 

sound board, the ladies in the office for typing the bulletin, and everyone who helped get 

the risers out of storage and set up. For Christmas:  the ladies of the Bell Choir for ringing 

on Christmas Eve, that same USD student for a Christmas solo, the Sanctuary Choir, our  

organist for three Christmas Eve services, Parker Knox, and Owen Mertes for his Christmas 

morning offering on trombone.  Without all of you, I’m just a woman waving her arms 

around for no reason.  

The New Year’s News - The Piecemakers have graciously gifted the Kid’s Choir a monetary 

donation for new music.  All ensembles are meeting again.  If you are interested in joining 

us for any of them, just let me know.  The Sanctuary Choir has begun working on our  

Lenten Cantata.  I’d be happy to pass along a packet of music if you are interested in joining 

us.  I’m excited for this cantata, too! 

-Ellen 

Come learn or refresh your memory on how to do Hands Only CPR  

after worship service on Sunday, February 19 at 10am in the sanctuary.  

We will have a few ‘dummys’ to practice on.  This is also the time that 

we will point out where all of the AED devices are in the church build-

ing, and give other pointers on what to do if someone isn’t feeling well 

or in distress.  Contact Kristi in the office for more information. We 

know first hand that immediate CPR gives the person time until medical 

personnel arrive.  



 

Children, Youth & Family 

February 

1 Wednesday Nights—Peer Groups  

7  Free Lunch 

8 Wednesday Nights—Peer groups/Youth 
group 

12 Parent Brunch & Church School 10:00, 
Confirmation 5:00-7:00    

15 Wednesday Nights—Peer Groups  

17 Middle School Night 6:00-8:30pm 

18  High School Lock-In 7:00pm—7:00am 

19 Church School 10:00 am 

22 ASH WEDNESDAY—Meal and Worship 
only 

26 Retirement Milestone during worship  
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The      

Middle 

School       

Lock-In 

was fun!    

Pizza, 

snacks, ice 

cream , 

games and         

midnight    

worship.  



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       

 

 

 

 
 

1    

7:30am Men’s Bible study  

4:45pm Meal 

5:45pm Worship Band 

6pm Worship 
 

6:45pm Faith Formation 

7:10pm Sanctuary Choir 
 

2 

9am Piecemakers 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

3:30pm Kid’s Choir 

 

4 

 

 
 

5:30pm Worship  

5    

9am Worship   

 

 

 

6 

 

NO Bible Study 

Today 

7 

9am Elizabeth Circle 

 

11:05am Free Lunch 

 
6:30 Bell Choir 

 
 

 

  

8 

7:30am Men’s Bible study  

4:45pm Meal 
 

5:45pm Worship Band 
 

6pm Worship 
 

6:45pm Faith Formation 
 

7:10pm Sanctuary Choir 
 

 

9 

9am Piecemakers 

 

 

6:30pm Soup Sisters 

 

 

10 

6am MENS Bible Study 

3:30pm Kid’s Choir 

 

 

 

 

11 

 

 

 
5:30pm Worship with 

communion 

10 
12 

Souperbowl Sunday 

9am Worship with 
communion  

10am Church School 

10am Parent Brunch 
11am Woyotan 

5pm Confirmation  

Meeting 

13 

 

12pm Bible Study 

with Pastor Chris 

 

 

 

14  
 

 
 

6:30pm Bell Choir 

 
 

15  
7:30am Men’s Bible study  

4:45pm Meal 
 

5:45pm Worship Band 
 

6pm Worship 
 
6:40pm Joyful Noise 
 

6:45pm Faith Formation 
 

7:10pm Sanctuary Choir 

 

16 

9am Piecemakers 

 
 

 

17  6am MENS Bible 

Study 

12pm Caregivers 

Lunch 

 

3:30pm Kid’s Choir 
 

Middle School Night 

6:00-8:30pm 

18 

8:30am Book club 

 

5:30pm Worship  

 
High School Lock-In 

7:00pm—7:00am 

19 

9am Worship  

10am Church School 
10am CPR Training 

 

 
 

20 

 

12pm Bible Study 

with Pastor Chris 

21 

1:30pm Eunice Circle 

1:30 pm Westhills Ruth 
Circle 

 

6:30pm Bell Choir 
 

7pm Priscilla  
Circle via Zoom 
 

22  

  ASH WEDNESDAY 

7:30am Men’s Bible study  

 

4:45pm Meal 

6pm Worship with Ashes 

& Communion  
 

7:10pm Sanctuary Choir 

 

23 
 

9am Piecemakers 

 

 

24 

6am MENS Bible Study 
 

 

3:30pm Kid’s Choir 

25 

 

5:30pm Worship with 

communion 

 

 

26  

9am Worship with  

communion and 
Retirement Milestone  

27 

12pm Bible Study 

with Pastor Chris 

28 

 

 

 
 

 

6:30 Bell choir 
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South Canyon                             
Lutheran Church 

700 44th St.   
Rapid City, SD 57702 

605-343-4887 
info@sclc-rc.org 

The office is open  
Monday-Thursday,  

9 am to 4 pm  
Fridays  9 am to Noon 

 
 
 

 

Chris Baesler, Senior Pastor 
 

Linda Black, Director of Pastoral Care  
 

Kristi Wellendorf, Office Manager 
 

 Michelle Baesler, Director of Children, 
                Youth and Family  

 
Linda Jensen, Kitchen Coordinator  

 
Ellen Shirley, Director of Worship &  

Music 
 

Sheila Hoyer, Administrative Assistant 
 

Sarah Storm, Worship Coordinator 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
Marsha Mertes, Pianist 

 

Mary Weidenbach, Choir Accompanist 
 

Lori Brey, Nursery Attendant    
 

Mark Meier, Custodian     
 

Ken Weybright, Computer Consultant   
 

Andrea Wager, Bookkeeper 
 

Friend-Ship Preschool  
Phone: 605-343-4887   

Fax: 605-355-0435    
info@sclc-rc.org 

 
Preschool 3’s-8:45 am to 11:15 am 

 

Pre-Kindergarten 3 day:  
M, W, F - 8:45 am to 12 pm 

 

Pre-Kindergarten 5 day: 
M-F- 8:45 am to 12 pm 

   
 

Friend-Ship Preschool Staff 
 

 Rana Holland, Preschool Director 
Julie Kokesh, Preschool Teacher  
Laura Mason, Preschool Teacher 

   Lindsey Wellendorf, Preschool Teacher          

Church School  
February 12 & 19 

10:00 am 

Wednesday Nights 
 

Meal - 4:45 pm 

Family Worship - 6:00 pm 

Faith Formation - 6:45 

Mission of the Month: 
Chapel in the Hills 

mailto:info@sclc-rc.org
mailto:info@sclc-rc.org

